
 



1. For the more than 36 years I’ve been an 

Apostle, the doctrine of the gathering of Israel 

has captured my attention. Everything about it 

has intrigued me…So imagine my delight when I 

was led recently to a new insight. With the help 

of two Hebrew scholars, I learned that one of the 

Hebraic meanings of the word Israel is “let God 

prevail.” Thus the very name of Israel refers to a 

person who is willing to let God prevail in his or 

her life. That concept stirs my soul! 

2. The word willing is crucial to this 

interpretation of Israel. We all have our 

agency. We can choose to be of Israel, or not. 

We can choose to let God prevail in our lives, 

or not. We can choose to let God be the most 

powerful influence in our lives, or not. 

3. With the Hebraic definition of Israel in mind, 

we find that the gathering of Israel takes on 

added meaning. The Lord is gathering those who 

are willing to let God prevail in their lives. The 

Lord is gathering those who will choose to let 

God be the most important influence in their 

lives. 

4. This premillennial gathering is an individual 

saga of expanding faith and spiritual courage for 

millions of people. And as members of The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, or 

“latter-day covenant Israel,” we have been 

charged to assist the Lord with this pivotal work. 

5. When we speak of gathering Israel on both 

sides of the veil, we are referring, of course, to 

missionary, temple, and family history work. 

We are also referring to building faith and 

testimony in the hearts of those with whom 

we live, work, and serve. Anytime we do 

anything that helps anyone—on either side of 

the veil—to make and keep their covenants 

with God, we are helping to gather Israel. 

6. The question for each of us, regardless of race, 

is the same. Are you willing to let God prevail in 

your life? Are you willing to let God be the most 

important influence in your life? Will you allow 

His words, His commandments, and His 

covenants to influence what you do each day? 

Will you allow His voice to take priority over 

any other? Are you willing to let whatever He 

needs you to do take precedence over every other 

ambition? Are you willing to have your will 

swallowed up in His? 

7. When you are faced with temptation—even if 

the temptation comes when you are exhausted or 

feeling alone or misunderstood—imagine the 

courage you can muster as you choose to let God 

prevail in your life and as you plead with Him to 

strengthen you. 

8. When your greatest desire is to let God 

prevail, to be part of Israel, so many decisions 

become easier. So many issues become 

nonissues! You know how best to groom 

yourself. You know what to watch and read, 

where to spend your time, and with whom to 

associate. You know what you want to 

accomplish. You know the kind of person you 

really want to become. 

9. Now, my dear brothers and sisters, it takes 

both faith and courage to let God prevail. It takes 

persistent, rigorous spiritual work to repent and 

to put off the natural man through the Atonement 

of Jesus Christ. It takes consistent, daily effort to 

develop personal habits to study the gospel, to 

learn more about Heavenly Father and Jesus 

Christ, and to seek and respond to personal 

revelation. 

10. During these perilous times of which the 

Apostle Paul prophesied, Satan is no longer even 

trying to hide his attacks on God’s plan. 

Emboldened evil abounds. Therefore, the only 

way to survive spiritually is to be determined to 

let God prevail in our lives, to learn to hear His 

voice, and to use our energy to help gather Israel. 

11. My dear brothers and sisters, as you 

choose to let God prevail in your lives, you 

will experience for yourselves that our God is 

“a God of miracles.”23 As a people, we are 

His covenant children, and we will be called 

by His name. Of this I testify in the sacred 

name of Jesus Christ, amen. 

12. My dear brothers and sisters, as you choose 

to let God prevail in your lives, you will 

experience for yourselves that our God is “a God 

of miracles.”23 As a people, we are His covenant 

children, and we will be called by His name. Of 

this I testify in the sacred name of Jesus Christ, 

amen. 

 


